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Executive Summary
Immunotherapy is truly the leading edge of cancer treatment: seven different 
checkpoint inhibitors (CIs) have received FDA approval for over 50 indications, 
with many approvals coming in just the past five or so years.  In addition, about 
two dozen novel checkpoint inhibitors are being tested.  But studies have 
reported that anywhere between 15 and 80 percent of patients in late-stage 
clinical trials experience adverse events, some of them sudden and severe – 
and patients on approved CI regimens often present with high fevers, inflam-
mation, infections, and other life-threatening conditions as a result of treatment.  
To deal with those reactions, physicians can follow standard guidelines, or 
better still, they can use genetic-mapping tools to pinpoint which types of 
cancers – and which patients – will likely respond to checkpoint inhibitors.

“Nonetheless, these severe adverse reactions pose a major obstacle to wide-
spread usage of checkpoint inhibitors, because – even with the advances in 
genetic mapping and in clinical protocols – it can be hard to predict which 
patients will experience them and even harder to treat them,” according to 
Steven Delco, founder of Survive Cancer and president of Delco Advisors, LLC.  
Adds Delco, “Despite taking all possible precautions to minimize the potential 
risks of these powerful drugs, some oncologists feel that using immunotherapy 
is, in essence, playing a game of Russian roulette.”  

Clinical practices
In addition to exploring advances in the development of checkpoint inhibitors, 
the Survive Cancer report will extensively survey their clinical usage, especially 
the factors that oncologists consider in deciding whether and how to include 
CIs in a particular patient’s care.  The report will focus as well on the ways in 
which clinicians and scientists are mitigating the severe adverse reactions 
(SARS) that may occur. 

We will interview leading oncologists, physician-scientists, and opinion leaders 
from institutions including: 

• MD Anderson
• Memorial Sloan Kettering
• The Mayo Clinic
• Dana-Farber
• Sidney Kimmel Cancer
  Center at Johns Hopkins

• Yale New Haven Hospital
• NCI-NIH
• Seattle Cancer Care Alliance
• Cleveland Clinic
• Hospitals of the University of  
  Pennsylvania-Penn Presbyterian



Sample questions:
• How has your experience with severe adverse reactions affected your further use of checkpoint 

inhibitors?
• Do treatments for SARS have the potential to put patients at significant risk for primary disease 

complications?
• How do SARS and their treatments impact the financial cost-effectiveness of immunotherapies?
• How can pharmaceutical and biotech companies improve identification of and education about 

potential risks for SARS?
• What are your most important concerns about using checkpoint inhibitor drugs in cancer treatment?

Market analysis 
An overview of the global market will put the use of checkpoint inhibitors in context. 
• Global market trends for checkpoint inhibitors, including potential expansion into Europe and Asia 
• The role of newly emerging diagnostics and personalized assessments that are integral to 

deciphering disease progression
• Market shares by types of products as well as by types of cancers and biomarkers
• Company profiles of key players in the market, along with market shares and descriptions of 

their products
• Several dozen tables, including:
  - A list of all approved checkpoint inhibitors, with indications and dates of approval
  - A comprehensive list of checkpoint inhibitors in development and testing

Survive Cancer Inc. is focused on the education, facilitation, and navigation of cancer 
recovery from diagnosis through survivorship. 
We help people with cancer find the best information to understand their disease and 
treatment options, and we enhance their search for the newest medical treatments 
that science can offer.  As a nonprofit organization, we will provide these services at 
no charge to our clients.

Subscribers will receive a comprehensive research report based on the results of the
interviews and other industry data. 
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